Era ends for Portland highway financing 


EDITOR’S NOTE: This is the first in a series of 
articles about the complexities of funding, plan- 
ning and constructing major highway projects in 
the Portland metropolitan area. Next month’s 
article will cover current, major projects in the 
region. 

An era is coming to an end for highway con- 
struction in the Portland metropolitan area. 

Since 1976, many projects have been com- 
pleted using a $500 million pool of federal trans- 
fer funds. The fund transfer was the first such 


arrangement for Oregon. 

The bounty was set aside when plans were 
dropped for 1-505 and the Mount Hood freeway 
due to opposition from local residents and some 
units of government. Both projects were to serve 


'_as branches to the metropolitan freeway system. 


Only a $17 million reserve, most of which is to 
cover cost overruns on existing projects, remains 
in the transfer fund now. ‘‘Competition for 
what's left is like a fight over the last life preserver 
on the boat,” said Ed Hardt, Region 1 engineer. 


Hardt is a fitting spokesman for the era that is 
ending. He’s been involved in many of the major 
projects, and he plans to mark the end of the era 
by retiring in June. 

Contenders for the funds include the Highway 
Division, along with the cities and counties in the 
area. About 35 percent of the transfer funding 
has gone to state highways, with the remainder 
going to local projects and the Banfield Freeway 
reconstruction. 

Continued...Page 5 


DMV sets 
regional 
meeting 


Moomaw chairs 
four-day event 


Oregon’s DMV will host a 
regional conference June 9-12 of 
the American Association of Motor 
Vehicle Administrators (AAMVA) in 
Portland. 

According to conference coordi- 
nator Pete Nunnenkamp, who is 
DMV’s driver safety manager, 


JACKSON SCHOLARS--Transportation Commission 
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a departmental gift to 1986 Jackson Scholars Jennifer 


dozens of employees have helped 
get ready for the event, and dozens 
more will work during the con- 
ference to make sure the event runs 
smocthly. 

The annual conference is 
designed to allow representatives 
from Western statés, Canadian 
provinces, Guam and American 
Samoa to share information and 
‘solve mutual problems, Nun- 
nenkamp said. 

Continued...Page 4 


Chairman Tony Yturri presents marble paperweights as 


Inman and Chris Hyun during a luncheon in their honor. 


Late phone call excites scholars 


Chris Hyun, Beaverton, and Jen- 
nifer Inman, Springfield, have been 
chosen as the 1986 Glenn Jackson 
Scholars. 

Hyun is the brother of William 
Hyun, a DMV inspector. William is 
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MATERIALS BUILDING--This is an architect’s sketch of a new Mate- 
rials Laboratory to be located south of the Oregon State Penitentiary 
in Salem. The building will also house the Research Section and 
Geotechnical Unit. Construction should start later this year and be 
completed in early 1988. 


the legal guardian of his youngest 
brother and sponsored Chris to 
come to the U.S. from Korea when 
Chris was 10. 

Inman is the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Byron Inman. He is an assistant 
project manager with the Highway 
Division. 

The two students were chosen 
by a selection committee from 
among eight 
finalists. The 
committee was 
composed of 
people from 
outside ODOT, 
and finalists 
were picked by 
the Oregon 


$38,874.75. 


Scholars dollars 
This year’s donations to the 
Glenn Jackson Scholars Fund by 
ODOT employees totalled 


Collected funds are invested, 
and only the interest is dis- 


excited when they got the news, 
they said. 

Hyun is a senior at Beaverton 
High School where he maintains a 
4.0 grade point average. He Is 
active in the school’s band, 
National Honor Society and Span- 
ish Club. He has also participated in 
recreation sports and musical pro- 
ductions. 

He has 
received sev- 
eral awards in 
physical sci- 
ence, world 
geography, 
Spanish and 
math. 


Hyun is a 


Scholarship tributed to students. member of his 
Commission An external audit of all dona- church choir 
from 32 appli- tions to the fund in 1985 and and has held 
cants. 1986 will be conducted this offices in a 

Both said month. Results will be published church youth 
they had in a future edition of VIA. group. He also 


decided they 

had not been chosen as winners 
while waiting for a telephone call 
from Selection Committee Chair- 
man Tom Walsh following their 
interviews. That made them doubly 


served as a 
tutor in a homework assistance 
network through cable television. 

Last month, Hyun visited 
Dartmouth College in New 
Continued...Page 4 


PAGE Highway is making special 
efforts to reduce traffic 
delays for summer drivers. 
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PAGE Highway employees have 
inspected every mile of 
state highway this spring. 
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A message 
from the director ... 


Summer is almost upon us again. 

While this is always a busy time for highway construction and 
maintenance, parks operations, and Motor Vehicles offices, we will 
have a unique situation this year. The increased traffic and tourism 
brought about by Expo 86 and by lower gasoline prices provide some 
special opportunities to show our abilities to serve the public. 

Governor Atiyeh kicked off ““Company’s Coming” as a theme for 
the month of May. He has asked all Oregonians to make an extra 

effort to keep our high- 
ways and parks litter 
free. We will be par- 
ticipating actively in this 
effort with our highway 
and beach cleanup cam- 
paigns. 

This is probably the 
best chance we have to 
demonstrate’ the 
strengths of our depart- 
ment and our commit- 
ment to providing 
quality service. Let’s all 
make sure that we treat 
“the company” well, 
whether we are dealing 
with Oregonians travel- 
ing to other parts of the 
state or visitors from 
other states. 

At the end of the 
summer, it would be 
great to have lots of 
comments about our 
quality highways, the 
pleasant trip in Oregon, 

the clean parks, the efficient DMV offices, and the friendly and 
helpful employees of the department. | will be surprised if that 
doesn’t happen. 


GLENN JACKSON SCHOLARS PROGRAM 


Our second year of the Glenn Jackson Scholars program has now 
been completed. | was impressed by the eight outstanding finalists 
and know that there were many other excellent students among the 
32 applicants. 

The selection process is a good one. The State Scholarship 
Commission narrows the field and recommends from six to eight 
finalists. Our selection committee included Tom Walsh, former 
transportation commissioner; Bud Davis, chancellor of higher edu- 
cation; Cynthia Jackson Ford, daughter of Glenn Jackson and direc- 
tor of regional services at Southern Oregon State College; and Jerry 
Hudson, president of Willamette University and chairman of the 
Oregon Independent Colleges Association. They did an outstanding 
job, largely because they are excellent judges of students’ attributes 
and capabilities, and because they took their job very seriously. 


I want to pass on two comments that the committee made. One — 


committee member said that ‘‘ODOT must be an outstanding collec- 
tion of employees to produce such high-quality students and 
impressive young people.”” Tom Walsh commented, “I can’t think of 
anything I do in the course of the year that gives me a greater sense 
of satisfaction than helping with this program.” 

We should all be proud of the program, and pleased with the 
process. | am certain that you will be impressed by the two scholars 
who were selected. 


HIGHWAY DIVISION 3-E AWARD PROGRAM 


The first annual 3-E Award banquet was held by the Highway 
Division during National Transportation Week. Employees were 
nominated from throughout the state for the Scott Coulter Award for 
Excellence. 

The program demonstrates how many high-quality employees 
there are within the division. The nominees appreciated that they 
were really symbolic of a number of their co-workers who represent 
the 3-E’s of efficiency, economy and excellence. 

I like the program. It represents an opportunity to build on the 3-E 
values, to recognize lots of outstanding people, and to continue to 
remember Scott Coulter’s attributes and contributions to the depart- 
ment. 

Congratulations to Mark Grinde who was selected as the first 
award winner. Also, | certainly would like to compliment the division 
for initiating the program and the many other employees who 
continue to add real-life examples of efficiency, economy and 


excellence. w Bee 
ad TL 


3-E WINNER--Mar e Grinde, center, a Grants Pass highway maintenance 


worker, displays the individual plaque he received as the first Highway 
Division Employee of the Year. With him are State Highway Engineer Larry 
Rulien and Martha Coulter, who presented the award to Grinde. 


Maintenance worker 
wins top 3-E award 


Mark A. Grinde, a highway main- 
tenance worker 3 stationed in 
Grants Pass, is the Highway Divi- 
sion’s first 3-E Employee of the 
Year. 

The 27-year-old Grinde was 
selected by a panel from among 12 
finalists. He was nominated by his 
supervisor, Jim King, also a finalist. 

Grinde’s name was announced 
during a dinner in Salem by Martha 
Coulter, widow of the late H. Scott 
Coulter, long-time state highway 
engineer who died suddenly last 
year. 

A plaque featuring a bronze like- 
ness of Coulter was unveiled during 
the dinner. Grinde’s is the first 


ODOT prints 
retirees’ book 


ODOT’s 1985 retirees will soon 
have a new way to remember their 
years with the department, as the 
first annual ‘Retirees’ Yearbook”’ 
goes to press. 

“We wanted to find a way to 
start saying ‘thank you for the years 
you put in’ to our retirees,” said 
Public Affairs Specialist Ann Snyder, 
who put the yearbook together. 

“This yearbook gives them and 
others the opportunity to look over 
the faces and stories of the people 
who retired last year.’” 

Snyder said she had a lot of fun 
compiling the short biographies 
about each retiree that appear in 
the yearbook. 

“They each had some favorite 
memory or story that really brought 
to life for me what it was like to 
work for ODOT over the years. It’s 
a fun collection.” 

The project resulted from discus- 
sion in a VIA planning meeting as a 
way to give retirees more recogni- 
tion than possible in the monthly 
newspaper. 

If the yearbook is well received, 
she said, it will become an annual 
event. 

“So far, most of the retirees have 
been excited about the project. If 
we get a lot of requests for the 
yearbook, then we'll probably con- 
tinue producing one each year.”” 


name on the plaque, which will be 
mounted in the Transportation 
Commission meeting room. 

State Highway Engineer Larry 
Rulien told the audience of about 
80 that candidates for the award 
were measured against the words 
of the 3-E Program--Efficiency, 
Economy and Excellence. 

“Most important, these finalists 
were nominated by their peers,” 
Rulien said, “and that’s what this 
program is all about.’” 

Region 3 Engineer Jim Gix 
praised Grinde for his leadership, 
good judgment, effective use of 
resources, and participation in his 
community. Grinde also filled a 
developmental assignment this 
year as a highway maintenance 
foreman. 

Grinde said he was “very hon- 
ored” by the award, and he hoped 
he could ‘‘continue my whole 
career with the Highway Division.” 

Rulien said he considered the 3- 
E Program to be a success, and he 
expected it to continue for years to 
come. “I think Scott would be 
pleased,” he said. 
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Highway slates plan 
to keep traffic moving 


Concern that record construc- 
tion might cause traffic problems 
and driver irritation this summer 
has led to special efforts by the 
Highway Division. 

State Construction Engineer 
C.O. “Chuck” Fredrickson says the 
division will keep lane restrictions 
to a minimum in construction 
zones and eliminate them where 
possible during weekends. Some 
contracts will require work to stop 
during peak traffic hours, he said. 

“We're concerned with safety 
and giving the public the best trip 
possible,”” Fredrickson said. ‘‘To 
accomplish this, we’re going to 
adjust work schedules and increase 
efforts to let the public know about 
road work.” 

To inform the motoring public 
about potential traffic problems in 
construction areas, the division has 
developed a six-part communica- 
tions plan for the construction sea- 
son. The plan includes: 

@ Using the Oregon State Police 
Road Condition Report number in 
Portland (238-8400) to give people 
information regarding statewide 
construction activities. 


@ Developing a highway advisory 
radio system for major construction 
jobs. The system uses portable 
equipment that broadcasts con- 
struction-related messages to trav- 
elers through AM radio. 

e Asking support from radio sta- 
tions to broadcast information 
about local construction that has 
potential for affecting traffic. 

@ Issuing a printed ‘Road Con- 
struction Information’ bulletin 
twice a month to statewide media 
and interested parties. The bulletin 
will provide locations of traffic 
problem areas on statewide and 
Portland area maps. 

e Increased news releases about 
construction projects and more fre- 
quent contact with local media by 
region office staff and project man- 
agers. 

e@ Production of radio public 
service announcements featuring 
messages on construction and 
safety for stations statewide. These 
radio spot messages will be pro- 
duced by ODOT Public Affairs. 

This is the third continuous year 
of record construction work for the 
division. 


Displays at malls attract 
shoppers during NIW 


ODOT employees staffed trans- 
portation-related exhibits in four 
Oregon cities and participated in 
other events during National Trans- 
portation Week, May 11-17. 

Coordinator Bob Gormsen 
reported good attendance at all 
events. He said coordinators of the 
four exhibits deserve special recog- 
nition for working many hours to 
arrange displays and handle dozens 
of details. 

The coordinators and locations 
of exhibits were: Dave Canfield, 
Salem; Dan Ingram, Springfield; 
Mike Anderson, Bend; and Adolph 
Dowdy, Ontario. 

Besides staffing exhibits, other 
employees marked the week by: 

e Walking or running in a one- 
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NTW DISPLAY--Dan MacDonald, Phot 


ogrammetry Unit, shows aerial maps 


or two-mile fun run from the Trans- 
portation Building May 16. Around 
100 employees participated. 

e@ Running in 10K races spon- 
sored outside the department. 
Approximately 25 runners have 
entered their times for competition 
with runners from other transporta- 
tion departments nationwide. 

e Entering the ODOT Photo 
Contest. Thirty-five employees 
entered 74 photos. All entries were 
displayed in the lobby of the Trans- 
portation Building. Judges were Jim 
Chidsey, Jim Norman and David 
Pritchard. 

@ Listening to a noon concert by 
the Judson Middle School band in 
the Conference Room of the Trans- 
portation Building. 


at Lancaster Mall in Salem as part of the ODOT exhibit held May 16 and 17. 
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PORTABLE RADIO--Communications technicians Jim Walz, left, and Pete 
Keeley test a portable radio broadcast unit that will be used this summer. The 
self-contained unit has its own power supply and broadcasts on an AM 
frequency in a three-mile radius. The radio message will advise motorists of 
local traffic conditions. 


Speech, writing class scheduled 


ODOT is offering a special class titled ‘‘Oral and Written Com- 
munications” beginning June 18. 

Four weekly half-day sessions will be held in Salem. Instructors 
are Shirley Eads and George Bell, and the class is based on material 
they presented a number of times in the Silver Falls Management 
Development Program. For information, contact Employee Devel- 
opment. 


Campsite reservations increase 18 percent 

Reservations for Oregon State Park campsites are nearly 18 
percent above a year ago, according to the Campsite Information 
Center in Portland. 

Officials reported more than 20,000 campsite reservations had 
been made in early May. By mid-May, all reservation sites were 
taken for the Memorial Day weekend, and several parks were also 
booked solid for the Fourth of July. 


Elliott, Turner take new assignments 


John Elliott, Parks information officer since 1980, has accepted a 
lateral transfer to become Highway’s information officer. 

Monte Turner, V/A editor since 1984, will move to Parks to 

replace Elliott. A new VIA editor 
will be recruited through open 
competition. Elliott replaces Jim 
Bottom, who resigned. Bottom 
will work under special contract 
through the summer on construc- 
tion-related projects. 

Elliott and Turner will begin 
their new assignments June 1. 


John Elliott Monte Turner 


Park hosts to rendezvous June 7 


The Parks Division will sponsor a ‘Park Host Rendezvous” June 7 
and 8 at Silver Falls State Park. 

The volunteer hosts will receive information and orientation to 
help them work with Parks employees in greeting millions of 
summer visitors. Hosts will also receive jackets and caps purchased 
with donations from Trailer Life Show, Inc., Portland. 

Around 100 hosts are expected to attend. 


Highway receives national preservation award 


The Highway Division recently received an award for outstand- 
ing public service to transportation and historic preservation. 

The U.S. Department of Transportation presented the award to 
recognize Highway’s work on the Columbia River Highway, the 
Jordan Covered Bridge and a plan for preserving the state’s 50 
covered bridges. 


Highway pavement gets two-year checkup 


In the past couple of months, 
Highway employees have driven 
every mile of the state highway sys- 
tem, rating each road for its general 
condition. 

Each region has designated one 
or two people to evaluate the 


region’s share of the 7,500-mile sys- 
tem, according to Tim Thex, plan- 
ning analysis engineer. 

These individuals are now send- 
ing their findings to the Pavement 
Management Unit, where the infor- 
mation will be compiled into a 


Pavement Management Report for 
distribution this fall. 

The road evaluations are con- 
ducted every two years to help the 
division make long-range plans for 
needed maintenance and preserva- 
tion projects, Thex said. 


Training ‘more like a reunion’ 


Retirees return to rate roadways 


“It was more like a reunion 
than a training seminar” is how 
Martha Hansen described a 
workshop to prepare employ- 
ees to rate Oregon’s highways 
this spring. 

Each Highway Division 
region chose one or two retired 
employees, most of them for- 
mer district maintenance 
supervisors, to evaluate the 
condition of the region’s roads, 
said Hansen, pavement man- 
agement supervisor. 

“No one knows roads better 
than these people who spent 
their whole careers maintaining 
them,” Hansen said. 

Region 2 got double mileage 
from the project. John Gunter, 
District 3 maintenance super- 
visor, suggested that his new 
assistant, Pat Creedican, 
accompany retiree Floyd Lacey 
in his travels. 

“1 can’t think of a better way 
to get oriented,’’ said 
Creedican, who moved into his 
first field assignment in April. 


He and Lacey spent each day 
on the road for more than two 
weeks. 

“Even along the coast | got 
ideas for how to solve problems 
in my own district,” he added. 

Lacey relied on his 35 years’ 
experience with the divi- 
sion--20 as a district supervisor 
and six at maintenance head- 
quarters. i 

He noted many changes in 
people and procedures. “The 
division doesn’t have the 
money it did in the 50s and 60s, 
but people are trying just as 
hard to keep things up.’ 

Now that the work is 
finished, Lacey said he might 
consider coming back for other 
projects, and he encouraged 
other retirees to do the same. 

Retired employees collecting 
data also included: Al Meyer 
and M.E. Hubbard, Region 1; 
George Thornton and Jack 
McCormick, Region 3; R.L. 
Lammert, Region 4; and C.K. 
Ansell, Region 5. 


PAVEMENT PAIR--Region 2 
paired old pro Floyd Lacey, 
right, with Pat Creedican, just 
new to his job, to rate roads. 


Jackson scholars 


Continued from...Page 1 
Hampshire, and “decided to enroll 
on the spot,” he said. He plans to 
major in premedicine. He will use 
financial aid and summer earnings 
to pay for college. 

Inman has been active in band, 
the National Honor Society and 
drama at Springfield High School 
where she has a 3.94 grade aver- 
age. She received the outstanding 
senior woman in math award. 

In the community, she has been 
a tutor and special olympics volun- 
teer and has been a soccer referee. 


During the 1984-85 school year, 
she studied in Belgium as a Rotary 
exchange student. Her family has 
hosted German and Belgian stu- 
dents in the past. 

“The experience was the most 
exciting and fulfilling of my life,’ 
she said. 

She said the ODOT scholarship 
was a great help for attaining her 
goal of financing her own college 
education. “I feel like it is time | was 
independent from my parents. | 
want to do this on my own,” she 
said. 


PICKIN’ AND TALKIN’--Gov. Vic Atiyeh launched a “Company’s 
Coming” coastal cleanup campaign for Memorial Day Weekend by 
picking up litter and talking to reporters. The event, cosponsored by 
Parks and Highway, was promoted with posters featuring Cap’n 
Beware, the beach safety bear. 


Scholars vie 
from every 
part of Oregon 


The 32 applicants to the Glenn 
Jackson Scholars Program were 
from all areas of the state, and their 
parents or guardians work for 
nearly every division. 

All divisions were represented 
among applicants except Public 
Transit. Twenty-three were from 
Highway, three from Central Serv- 
ices, three from DMV, two from 
Parks and one from Aeronautics. 

Thirteen ODOT parents or 
guardians were from management 
ranks and 19 were from non-man- 
agement. 


DMV. 


Continued from...Page 1 
“Many of these people do the 
same jobs. The conference keeps 
them from reinventing the wheel.” 
Conference theme is ‘Manag- 
ing...and the Future.” Panel discus- 
sions, most including represen- 
tatives of Oregon DMV, will focus 
on topics such as: new technology, 
work measurement applications, 

and employee recognition. 
DMV Administrator Dave 
Moomaw, president of the AAMVA 
region, will preside at general ses- 
sions. In one session, he will sign a 
reciprocal agreement with Wash- 
ington DMV officials. The two 
states will exchange information on 
traffic offenders with unpaid fines. 


Thex noted that the Pavement 
Management Unit is somewhat 
misnamed. ‘‘The unit doesn’t man- 
age the pavement, but provides 
information for people who do, 
such as region engineers, mainte- 
nance personnel and the state 
highway engineer,” he said. 

The Legislature also looks closely 
at the Pavement Management 
Report to check the condition of 
highways and determine what level 
of funding will be needed, he said. 

The unit recently added another 
tool to help legislators and High- 
way Officials estimate the effects of 
funding on statewide highway con-, 
ditions. 

The pavement life cycle program 
is a computer model that will pre- 
dict what the highway system 
would look like in 5-20 years with 
varying degrees of funding. “For 
example, the program could show 
how many miles of roads would be 
in poor condition if we spent noth- 
ing on them for the next five years,” 
he said. 

The program is the only one of its 
kind in the country that Thex is 
aware of. The unit is now distribut- 
ing the program, which can run on 
a microcomputer, to cities and 
counties in the state. 

In addition to summarizing state- 
wide highway conditions, the Pave- 
ment Management Report provides 
information on pavement manage- 
ment research, activities of the 
Road Design Paving Committee, 
and the types of pavement treat- 
ment used by the division, Thex 
said. 
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@ The Personnel Division 
administrator expressed confi- 
dence that an 11 percent pay 
raise would be approved for 
classified employees. A 10 per- 
cent raise was proposed for 
administrative employees. Both 
raises, to be effective July 1, 
required Legislative Emergency 
Board approval. The increases 
were designed to help the state — 
remain competitive with other — 
Western states. 

@ H. Scott Coulter, 49, who 
began his career with Highway 
nearly 28 years earlier on a sum- 
mer job, was appointed state 
highway engineer. 


e A hiring freeze imposed in 
January resulted in no new per- 
sonnel being hired at ODOT 

_ during a 30-day period in April. 
Personnel Services Branch Man- — 
ager Bob Whipps said that as of 
May 1, there were 249 vacan- 
cies in the department. == 

e@ With the growing use of 
state park land for hang gliding, 
the Parks Division issued a set of 

hang gliding restrictions and 
requirements. The rules gave 
region supervisors and park > 
managers authority to deter- 
mine where hang gliders could 
launch and land. ‘ 


Complex process followed 


to set metro road priorities 
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Through the years, a process has evolved for 
trying to get these entities to agree on priorities 
for spending not only the transfer funds, but 
other transportation dollars. 

As required by federal regulations, a metro- 
politan planning organization was created to 
coordinate regional transportation planning. The 
Metropolitan Service District (MSD) is governed 
by a council of 12 members elected from districts 
throughout the metropolitan region. 

The council has final regional authority for 
spending any federal highway money. It relies on 
recommendations from a Joint Policy Advisory 
Committee on Transportation (JPACT). JPACT 
provides a forum for elected officials and trans- 
portation agency representatives to evaluate all 
the transportation needs in the region and make 
recommendations for funding. 

The governor must concur with MSD recom- 
mendations. He has delegated this authority to 
ODOT Director Fred Miller. Likewise, the MSD 
council must approve the Highway Division’s 
Six-Year Highway Improvement plan, Hardt said. 

Due to close cooperation between the divi- 
sion and MSD, there have been few disagree- 
ments on project funding, Hardt added. 

Transferring the interstate funds has required 
similar cooperation. 

“Considering that we didn’t have anyone 
else’s experience to draw from, the transfer has 
worked exceptionally well,” he said. ‘“Whenever 
you have that many dollars and a number of 
competing needs, there’s bound to be conflict. 

“Maybe the process has been satisfactory 
because the funds provided something for every- 


one,” he added. 

Hardt pointed to the complex Banfield project 
as an example of how the process can work 
smoothly despite involvement of many entities. 
Transfer money was among many types of funds 
paying for the project. 

Negotiations for funding even included an 
agreement to transfer some federal highway 
funds intended for the Portland area to other 
parts of the state. 

“The project required commitment from the 
governor on down,” Hardt noted. 

During the past 10 years, the MSD process has 
approved around 140 projects funded by the 
transfer money, according to Ted Spence, 
Region 1 plan and program manager since 1976. 

The Banfield Freeway and light rail installation 
received $171 million in transfer funds. Other 
major recipients include: I-505 alternatives 
(upgrading surface streets in the northwest Port- 
land industrial area), $26 million; McLoughlin 
Blvd., $26 million; Powell Blvd., $17 million; 
Oregon City Bypass, $22 million; Highway 217 
(two projects), $17 million; 185th Avenue, $11 
million; and Marine Drive/Airport Way, $22 mil- 
lion. 

Some decisions regarding such projects did 
not come easily, Spence said. ‘I’ve seen people 
fight over very small amounts of money as well as 
large,”’ he said. 

However, the MSD process forces those 
involved to arrive at a consensus, he said. 
Despite behind-the-scenes competition, ‘‘they 
have learned that when dealing with others out- 
side the process they should provide a united 
front.” 


FINAL FREEWAY -- Bijangsitiae! By local residents 
and disagreement among elected officials stopped 
work on 1-205 in Portland for several years in the 
mid-1970s. This photo shows construction near Fost- 
er Road. The controversy led to withdrawal of plans 
for other arterial freeways, and the money was used 
instead for dozens of smaller projects. 


Ten top ideas emerge from Parks meeting 


Ten major recommendations are 
featured in a summary of the Gov- 
ernor’s Conference on the Future 
of Oregon State Parks held in 
December. 

More than 90 specific recom- 
mendations were forwarded from 
conference work sessions attended 
by around 140 Oregonians. 

Several recommendations dealt 
with funding. Delegates supported 
reconsideration of the constitu- 
tional question of Highway Fund 
support for state parks. In 1980, 
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voters passed an amendment 
restricting highway user revenue to 
highways, thus eliminating Parks 
funding from this source. 

Highway Fund proposals to ben- 
efit Parks included: a $5-per-year 
increase in auto registration fees; a 
driver license fee increase; and a 
percentage of the Highway Fund to 
state parks. 

Another recommendation 
states: ‘Because state park users 
are already paying their fair share, 
seek greater support from the 


state’s General Fund.” 

Ideas on other subjects included: 

e Expand interpretive and edu- 
cation efforts in parks. 

e Assume a stronger role as the 
statewide advocate for parks and 
recreation. 

e Establish a trust fund for land 
acquisition and development. 

@ Participate in regional tourism 
promotion. 

e@ Encourage more special events 
and aggressively promote use of 
parks. 


ODOT Photo Contest 


EE PHOTOS--These three photos | were chosen from among 
ed in the annual ODOT Photo Contest as part of National 
ation Week. The subject of Nagel’s photo is his daughter, 


Sarah; Nelson’s entry shows night construction on the Banfield; and 
Cabe ‘shot this photo while repairing a flagpole on the Freemont 


Bridge in Portland. 


Second place 
Richard Nelson, Portland 


@ Consider developing cultural, 
historic or natural theme parks in 
some areas. However, state parks 
should not enter the resort busi- 
ness. 

Prior to the conference, Parks 
Administrator Dave Talbot con- 
ducted town hall meetings in 12 
communities of the state . 

Delegates included parks and 
recreation professionals, elected 
officials, historic preservationists, 
tourism industry representatives 
and other interested citizens. 


Third place 
DeWayne Cabe, Portland 


It 


Wayne Cobine ; 


SS 
Bill Quinn 


Quinn, Cobine take 
materials, design jobs 


Bill Quinn and Wayne Cobine 
have been promoted to fill vacan- 
cies created by earlier Highway 
Division promotions. 

Quinn, Region 3 construction 
engineer since 1984, was chosen 
Materials Section engineer to 
replace Jack Sullivan. Quinn has 
worked for the division all but one 
year since starting in 1961 as a 
junior structure designer in the 
Bridge Section. 

He held a similar position in 
Connecticut one year before 
returning to Oregon and the bridge 
office, where he worked until 1974. 
He spent 10 years in the Research 


Section working in several fields. 

Cobine, who has served as pre- 
liminary design engineer since early 
1985, will move to the final design 
engineer position vacated by Rick 
Kuehn. 

This will be the 15th position 
held by Cobine during his 22-year 
career with the division. He started 
as a chainman on a survey crew in 
Boardman. He then worked in sim- 
ilar positions and as a draftsman ina 
number of locations. 

Assignments during the past 10 
years have included: project man- 
ager, district maintenance super- 
visor and federal aid engineer. 


ODOT responds to need 
for early financial plans 


It’s a confusing time for choosing 
investments or insurance. 

Federal income tax laws are 
changing. Your bank has umpteen 
options for savings and investment. 
The credit union advises you to quit 
using charge accounts and credit 
cards. 

Where can you get up-to-the- 
minute, unbiased information? 

Consider ODOT’s Financial 
Management and Planning series. 

A six-part series begins the week 
of June 16 with information pre- 
sented by experts in various invest- 
ment fields. Topics include: 
financial planning/consumer 
credit; income tax planning; fixed 
income securities; equities; real 
estate; and insurance--life, health 
and annuities. 

According to Employee Devel- 
opment Manager Bob Whipps, 
employees may enroll in the entire 
series or sign up for only the topics 


Safety awards 


Richland Maintenance; R.C. 
Matheson, supervisor; 50,000 
hours. 

Brothers Maintenance; Thomas 
Moser, supervisor; 12 years. 

Seaside Bridge; Russell Calahan, 
supervisor; 50,000 hours. 

Engineering Crew; Lee Franklin, 
supervisor; 100,000 hours. 

Engineering Crew; Hobert Hicks, 
supervisor; 50,000 hours. 


of interest to them. 

Presenters are volunteers who 
will not use the sessions to develop 
prospective clients, Whipps said. 

Employees who enroll will be 
asked to complete a two-page 
financial planning form, Whipps 
added. He encouraged spouses to 
attend the two-hour sessions. 

The series will be repeated quar- 
terly, and Whipps is considering 
ways to present the information in 
locations outside Salem. 

He said the presentations are an 
outgrowth of pre-retirement semi- 
nars held twice a year. ‘‘Many peo- 
ple have said, ‘I wish I’d had this 
information 10 or 20 years ago.’ ”’ 

Pre-retirement seminars will 
continue to be offered, along with 
the new series. The Employee 
Development Section also plans to 
produce a brochure giving guide- 
lines for selecting a personal finan- 
cial advisor. 


Region 2 Right-of-Way; Douglas 
Luth, supervisor; 550,000 hours. 

Metro Location; Curt Duval, 
supervisor; 150,000 hours. 

Equipment Headquarters and 
Storeroom; R. W. Kuenzli, super- 
visor; 150,000 hours. 

Interstate Bridge; John Clapp, 
supervisor; 700,000 hours. 

Engineering Crew; Michael 
Fisher, supervisor; 50,000 hours. 
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Motor Vehicles Division 


Richard Byrd, stores clerk to supervising storekeeper, Salem. 

Patricia Galloway, clerical assistant to management assistant A, Salem. 
William Lund, motor vehicle representative (MVR) 2, Brookings, to MVR 3 
Florence. 

Patric Mears, clerical specialist to management 
assistant A, Salem. 

Terry-Eileen Pace, MVR 3, Florence, to motor 
vehicle office manager (MVOM) A, Newport. 
Toni Padua, clerical specialist, Salem, to MVR 1, 
West Portland. 

Melody Peterson, MVOM A, Newport, to 
MVOM B, East Eugene. 

Angie Seefeld, MVR 3, Springfield, to MVOM A, 
Cottage Grove. 

Margarita Taylor, management assistant A, 
Salem, to MVR 3, North Salem. 

Ricardo Trevino, MVR 3, North Salem, to 
MVOM A, South Salem. 


Jerry Hakes 


Highway Division i 


David Chuculate, highway maintenance 
worker (HMW) 2 to HMW 3, Detroit. 

Patrick Creedican, highway engineer (HE) 3 to 
supervising highway engineer, Salem. 


James Currie, laborer 1 to HMW 1, Portland. "~. 
Dale Deatherage, HE 1 to HE 2, Portland. ae 
William Dye, engineering technician (ET) 1 to coe 
HE 1, Salem. ‘ a 


Alvin P. Earle, Sr., HMW 3 to highway mainte- 
nance foreman (HMF) 1, Klamath Falls. 

Bruce Ebling, ET 2 to HE 1, Eugene. 

Thomas Eiguren, HE 3 to HE 4, Bend. 

William Ficken, HMW 3 to HMW 4, La Grande. 
James Garrard, HE 1 to HE 2, Milwaukie. 

James Gray, HMW 3 to highway maintenance 
supervisor (HMS) A, La Grande. 

Jerry Hakes, HMW 4 to HMF 2, Coquille. 

James Hoffman, HMF 2 to HMS C, Salem. 

Donald Huff, carpenter to carpenter supervisor, 
Salem. 

Gerard Juster, ET 1 to HE 1, Salem. 

Mikel Landis, HMW 2 to HMW 3, Bend. 

Michael Lauz, ET 1 to HE 1, Portland. 

Glenn Mcintosh, HMF 2 to HMF 3, La Grande. 
Gary McNeel, ET 3 to HE 2, Milwaukie. 

Ronald Morris, HMW 2 to HMW 4, Klamath Falls. 
John Nelson, HMF 1 to HMS A, Coos Bay. 

David Patton, HMW 2 to HMW 3, Coos Bay. 
Thomas Pierce, ET 1 to ET 2, Medford. 

Clyde Ransom, laborer 1 to HMW 1, Portland. 
Wayne Rubel, HMW 2 to HMW 3, Salem. 

David Senn, HMW 2 to HMW 3, Estacada. 

Otto Staples, HE 1 to HE 2, Milwaukie. 

Michael Starnes, engineering aide to HE 1, Salem. 
Daniel Tompkins, accounting clerk 1 to accounting clerk 2, Salem. 
Marshall Wagstaff, ET 1 to HE 1, Salem. 


Ricardo Trevino 


Elizabeth Zimbeleian 


Central Services Division 


Richard Erickson, programmer to systems analyst, Salem. 

Janice Lee-Virnig, programmer to systems analyst, Salem. 

Fred Ritter, systems analyst to supervising systems specialist, Salem. 
Elizabeth Zimbelman, programmer to systems analyst, Salem. 


Retirements 


William A. Johnson, DMV office 
manager B, Hillsboro, retired in 
June with 17 years’ service. 


(wet) 


BUCKLE UP 


Clifton A. Berg, park manager B, 
John Day, retired in June with 16 
years’ service. 


Ed Miller, highway maintenance 
worker 3, Portland, received a desk 
pen set as a final award for a pre- 
viously adopted suggestion to use a 
portable pump for cleaning up liq- 
uid spills from vehicle accidents. 

Willie Hargitt, highway mainte- 
nance foreman, Newberg, was 
given a desk pen set as a final award 
for a safety suggestion to attach a 
rock flap to mowers. 
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ONthe joo with Ro 


By Ann Snyder 
Public Affairs Specialist 


The search for diversity that 
pulled Roger Ritchey as a young 
South Dakota farm boy into the Air 
Force eventually landed him a 
string of jobs with the Aeronautics 
Division. 

A former World War Il combat 
pilot, Roger says that what he likes 
most about his work as Aero- 
nautics’ deputy administrator is 
“the variety.” 

It was Roger’s experience with 
the Air Force that brought him to 
Aeronautics in 1962. 

He was running a camera store in 
Salem at the time. ‘| got my first 
camera in 1940, and have been in 
photography off and on since 
then,” he says in his deep, gravelly 
voice. 

Two years earlier, Roger had 
assumed command of a Salem Air 
Force Reserve Unit. “It was my ex- 
perience with administrative work 
there that brought me to Aero- 
nautics,”” he says. 

Roger’s first job with the division 
was as the aviation administrative 
services officer. 

“I used to joke that | got paid in 
the length of the title | had rather 
than dollars,”” he says with the hint 
of a smile. 

He worked on the division’s 
budget, wrote a newsletter for the 
division, and did a variety of other 
administrative duties. 

Two years later, he 
took charge of the 
state-owned airports 
program, which he ran 
until 1971. It is a job he 
remembers” with 
another of his under- 
stated smiles. 

“It was a very active 
time for the division,” 
he says. ‘‘During those 
seven years, we 
acquired nine airports, 
constructed five of our 
own, and had projects 
with two municipalities. 

“We normally com- 
pete with municipalities 
for federal funds for air- 
ports, but during those 
years the municipalities 
weren't using all of 


A Es Retirees report 


Oscar A. White, Woodburn, ret. 
HWY materials and research 
engineer, 1969. 

Oscar has 
received the 
1985 Litehiser 
Award from the 
American Soci- 
ety for Testing 
and Materials 
for his work 
with the orga- 
nization since 
1961. He was 
specifically rec- 
ognized for his contributions to a 
committee dealing with concrete 
pipe. 

For several years following 
retirement, Oscar and his wife trav- 
eled around the U.S. and Canada in 


Oscar White 


Oregon’s funds, so we were able to 
pick up extra airport money. It was 
a very interesting job.” 

The work involved a lot of travel 
around the state. 

‘These days, we have the High- 
way Division’s right-of-way people 
do the acquisitions, but during the 
‘60s | had to get an appraisal and go 
out and bargain for the land. It was 
never dull.” 

It’s a comment he makes fre- 
quently about his work. 

“| guess | would go crazy very 
quickly on an assembly line,” he 


His office provides a reminder of 
those missions, with its photo col- 
lection of B-25s, model airplanes 
and other aviation paraphernalia. It 
is a crowded office, filled with the 
stacks of reports and paperwork he 
needs for his job. 

And just in case anyone might 
find fault with his open filing sys- 
tem, a sign on one wall reads, 
“Those proud of keeping an orderly 
desk never know the thrill of finding 
something they thought they had 
irretrievably lost.” 

The reports are the one small 


“When! compare us with other aeronautics 
agencies, I think we've got the best.’ 


says, ‘‘but it’s like all the other jobs 
I’ve had here--they’ve all been 
interesting, all varied in what they 
do. None of them has been rou- 
tine.” 

Neither were his Air Force 
assignments during World War II. 

After training in the Army Air 
Corps, he flew 61 combat missions, 
one of which was in support of the 
invasion of Southern France. 

“Il flew B-25s overseas, mostly in 
Italy and France. We were stationed 
in Corsica.” 


COMBAT PILOT--Roger Ritchey’s first work in 
aviation was as a combat pilot on B-25s in World 


a motor home that he had con- 
structed. They particularly enjoyed 
fishing in Canada every summer. 


OoOO0o 


Al Johnson, Salem, ret. deputy 
highway engineer, 1975. 

Al and his wife, Mary, returned 
recently from their sixth winter at 
the Salton Sea in southern Califor- 
nia. They pull a trailer there and 
enjoy fishing. 

Temperatures can hit 90 degrees 
in April, Al says. That usually sends 
them back to Salem where he keeps 
busy with yard and garden work. 
He shares a garden with Highway 
employee John Widmer, and they 
turn out a large crop of vegetables, 
he says. 

A rockhound for a number of 


thing he can’t say he enjoys about 
his job. 

“There’s a lot more paperwork 
now than when | started--more 
regulations.” 

But that’s just a passing thought, 
before he once again starts talking 
about what he enjoys in his work. 

His present job as deputy admin- 
istrator, which he moved into from 
the airports program, has brought a 
new range of interests and con- 
cerns. One of those concerns is 
funding. 


, 


k 


of those days. 


years, Al says he has collected 
enough to keep him busy cutting 
and polishing the rest of his life. 


OOO 


Earle Kendall, Ontario, ret. high- 
way maintenance foreman 1, 1978. 

The volunteer work of Earle and 
his wife, Mildred, was featured in 
an article earlier this year in the 
Ontario newspaper. 

Soon after Earle’s retirement, the 
couple started transporting local 
residents to medical appointments. 
They now spend several days each 
month distributing surplus cheese 
to people with low incomes. 

Most of the people are very 
appreciative of the assistance 
received through such projects as 
cheese distribution, Earle says, and 


ger Ritchey 


War Il. A wall in his office contains mementos 


“During the 
‘70s, aviation activ- 
ity was increasing 
eight to nine per- 
cent a year. But in the fall of ‘81, 
things really slowed down. The 
economy went to pieces and it 
became too expensive for people to 
fly.”” 

That bothers him both profes- 
sionally and personally, even 
though he is now more involved in 
administrative work that takes him 
away from flying. Like most of his 
co-workers at Aeronautics, he loves 
flying, and wants general aviation 
to grow. 

Overall, though, he’s happy with 
the changes he’s seen during his 
years with Aeronautics. Even with 
the recent decline in aviation activ- 
ity, he feels very positive about the 
future of his division. 

“We have a very good situation. 
We have more state-owned air- 
ports than any other state except 
Alaska. When | compare us with 
other aeronautics agencies, | think 
we've got the best. But I’m preju- 
diced.” 

Roger says he has stayed with 
this job “longer than any other 
since World War Il.” His home life 
is also a source of stability. 

He has lived in Keizer for the last 
36 years, where he raised four chil- 
dren. His oldest son has followed 
his father’s footsteps and is a lieu- 
tenant colonel in the Air Force, sta- 
tioned in Virginia. 

Roger’s other two 
sons and his daughter 
live closer, all working 
in Portland and Salem. 
He’s proud of his chil- 
dren and their families, 
as he’s proud of his job. 

He’s a man who 
receives a deep satis- 
faction from his work, 
and whose main goal 
before he retires is ‘‘to 
be able to continue to 
help the division in the 
best way | can.” 

‘‘Aeronautics has 
been good to me. I’ve 
enjoyed my association 
here. The division and 
the department have 
some awfully nice, 
good people here.” 


their happiness makes him happy. 

The two have also been spotted 
at auctions buying household 
goods for people in need. 

“The list of good deeds goes on 
and on, but it’s not a list kept by the 
Kendalls,” the article states. ‘“Oth- 
ers, though, do notice, appreciate, 
and are keeping track.” 

Earle says he gains from helping 
others. “I decided that when | 
retired, | would still keep busy,’”’ he 
says. ‘I’ve noticed that the ones 
who just sit back and don’t keep 
busy never seem to do so well.” 

When not volunteering, his hob- 
bies of camping and fishing also 
help him keep busy. The couple 
travel regularly in their motor 
home, and he plans to attend a 
school reunion in Kansas. 


Susan Lucas 


Daughter of Gerald Lucas 
Parks, Bend 

Major: psychology 
Willamette University 


The college major | have chosen is 
psychology. | did so because itis a 
field in which there are many chal- 
lenges. It opens up a broad field of 
opportunities and offers new 
problems to be analyzed and 
solved. 


Kimberly Parker 


Daughter of Gerald Parker 
Highway, Winchester 

Major: pre-law/music 

Arizona State University 

Being an academically oriented 
student, | have chosen the area of 
law for my college major because 
of its diversified and challenging 
range of career opportunities. A 
position as an attorney will offer 
debate, public speaking and 
research activities which have 
always been enjoyable and chal- 
lenging for me. 


Michael Harrell 


Son of Bruce Harrell 
Highway, Drain 
Major: undecided 
University of Oregon 


| have not yet chosen a college 
major. While attending college, | 
hope to find one that will lead to a 
career that is interesting, enjoy- 
able and useful. | believe | can 
make a better decision after look- 
ing into various areas of study at 
college than | could at this time. 


Chris Hyun 


Brother of William Hyun 
DMV, Beaverton 

Major: premedicine/math 
Dartmouth College 


My decision to study medicine was 
greatly influenced by the death of 
my mother when | was 2 years old. 
She died of cancer, and her death 
was painful for the whole family. 
When | was little, | blamed her 
death on the medical field. | 
reasoned that if medical tech- 
nology had been advanced 
enough, | would have had a 
chance to see my mother. 


MAY 1986 


Jackson scholars finalists were asked: 


Jennifer Inman 


Daughter of Byron Inman 
Highway, Salem 

Major: sociology/speech 
University of Oregon 


Studying in Belgium last year, | got 
the opportunity to meet people 
with backgrounds different than 
mine. It fascinated me. People can 
be so different, and at the same 
time, very much alike. By majoring 
in sociology, | will be able to study 
the differences and similarities 
between people and cultures. 


Michael Rocklin 


Stepson of Robert Anderson 
Parks, Troutdale 

Major: biology/premedicine 
Stanford University 


| chose the field of medicine 
because I’m interested in doing 
medical research and working to 
help people. | first got interested 
when attending a science seminar 
at Willamette University. | like sci- 
ence, and | believe this is a chal- 
lenging field. 


Teresa Bricher 


Daughter of Tom Bricher 
Highway, Salem 

Major: psychology/writing 
University of Oregon 


| have chosen to pursue a career 
in clinical counseling because of 
my interest in and concern for peo- 
ple and the way our minds work. 
Because of this, | will major in 
psychology through the honors 
college at the University of 
Oregon. 


Nancy Groth 


Daughter of John Groth 
Highway, Salem 

Major: engineering/business 
Willamette University 


I've always been interested in 
designing and creating. As a child, 
| was always taking things apart to 
see how they worked. | was 
encouraged by math test results 
indicating that engineering would 
be a practical choice. | look for- 
ward to gaining information in col- 
lege that will help me select a 
specific engineering field. 


‘Why have you chosen your particular college major? _ 


